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THE WAV TO START A SCHOOL VEAR 

by Cress ida Broten, 10 

The way to start a school year 
Is go supp 1 y shopping for 
glue 
pencil 
crayons 
books 
and binders. 

Go register and say Veah! 
Get a haircut and go home. 
Pi cl< up the phone and ca 11 
all your friends. 
Go someplace faraway but be back 
in time for school. 

When you wake up in 
the morning on that first day of 
school 
Put on some ordinary c 1 othes. 
Go out in the kitchen and 
Pour some mill< into a bowl. 
Add some Cheer-i -o·s 
or cornflakes. 
Munch-urn, 
Gobble-urn, 
Chew-urn down and swallow hard. 
Make a lunch you might enjoy. 
Brush your teeth. 
Brush your hair. 
Grab your lunch and 
off you ..... . ... . 

GOOOOOOOoooooo .... 

(I found this poem in Cress's classroom, hanging on a cord 
from the ceiling at about eye level , amongst other hanging 
poems by her classmates on the same subject. 1 copied 
hers down. When I told Gillian I was going to publish it, 
she said, "She had to change her original." When she told 
me the reason, I exclaimed, ·1 know the Yery spotr and 1 
was right. To me, her least felicitous line is, 'Go register 
and say yeah!' Turns out, Cressie first wrote, 'Go register 
and pay.' Gillian, reading it, said, ·aut you don't hove to 
MY. to go to public schooW ·what?· cried Cress, astonish
ed. "Vou don't? This is free?· She's grown up with Gillian 
going to school , registering and paying every semester! So 
she changed it, yet felt the need of the same sound, 1 think, 
on account of 'faraway· a few lines down. 'Veah'--Le. ·yay'.) 

THUMBS UP FORCRES~t 
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EMPTY NEST STARTS ELEVENTH YEAR 
Spnngfleld.IL At the 11th hour of the 11th month, the ENNL 
Ed, who seems to get less and less done in 24 hours these 
days, is trymg (but won't manage) to cram all-the-news
that's-fit-to-print into the first issue of the new season. 
(ENNL runs on the academic calendar, since it started when 
Ellie left for school eleven years ago.) Thank you, those of 
you who've been kind enough to wonder what's happend to 
ENNL, and to indicate you've missed H! I won't be able to 
tell everything, of course, and three areas at least deserve 
their own issues; maybe I'll make separate ones for them 

About me: This year I have two SSU students living here: 
Matt's in Ned Tech and Sean, Communications, and they are 
ham radio buddies from years back. They have crawled all 
over the high roof of 816 and erected huge antennae, strung 
wires to the tops of my tallest trees, taken over a room in 
the basement (their stuff flowing over my stuff like lava) 
and set up what amounts to a studio with globes, manuels, 
all sorts of equipment that blinks, computer screens filled 
with unintelligible marks, etc., and even as I type this, I 
hear Sean below me (and can picture him hunched before his 
screens, earphones on, concentration intense, voice 
staccato) telking to some distant spot: he's engaged in e 24 
hour contest, with every state in the Union end Canadien 
provinces, the winner amasses the most points. Just think 
of hundreds--thousands?--of hem redio addicts spending 
this weekend holed up with cokes and chips and hamburgers, 
making contact with eech other, talking a moment to get 
down the data ("Vour number-- I need your number!"), then 
pert i ng to haste on to their next partner. A great dance, a 
great orgiastic frenzy of the airwaves. Other days we've 
talked to Iceland, MozambiQue, Mauritania. Se~m got a 
postcerd from his contact there, asking him to flnd him e 
beginner's manual for Hewalian guitar. The other night Matt 
(who was in last year's Fantasy class, one of the best 
students I've had, so I've known him, his Quelity end 
interests and fun) took our blood and is getting it analyzed. 
Just one of the activities at 816. Oh, end Sean plays African 
drums. So life is interesting here, when I have time to 
enjoy it, and my classes are good: "Writing Stories", and 
·women and the Mystery Novel : The University is still 
threatened with mojor changes, I didn't get o sobbot1co1 (it 
would have been my third) so don't know when I'll come up 
for oir; eorly retirement is still being debated in the 
legislature and is as far away as ever; I need the money and 
do love the teaching, so I'll hang in here awhile longer. I 
just wish there were more time for my writing, which never 
comes first. If I don't get another issue out before the holi
days ( wi 11 this even be 
out?) have happy ones. 
Were I able to control 
paper input/outgo and re
member who I've written 
to and what I said, you'd 
get a personal 1 et ter, you 
really really would. 
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TEN OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL THINGS IN THE 
WORLD ARE AT BELOIT by Marion K. Stocking 

In VOL .t'NO 5 (one of the three .July '92 iss11es) H·'e printed the 
tirst of .tltJnon StocJ:1ngs ten.. the cnn01ds. Three t-veeJ:s t~go I 
ht1d the pletlsllre of tt~J:ing ENNL retJders .. ltJfJ.. KtJtie t~nd Erin 
Gnmes.. t~rot;nd the Bel01t ct~mplls_. tJnd the cnn01ds were the 
stt1rt ot ollr tollr. And they ARE bret~thtliJ.'Ingly betltlllfll~. tlnd 
more met~nlngflll s1nce we t11/ J.·new the1r story. ThtJnJ.· yot!. 
.tltJrion! Kt1tie is cons1denng g01ng to Beloi~. t~nd I wt1s proud Oi 

the ctJmPliS.. tlnd Impressed_. myself./ 111/Jtlt t1 plt~ce of riches for 
the sp1r1t t1nd the m1nd_. t~nd J·Jo'htlt t1 privilege to ht~ve gone to 
school there--or to go. (I tooJ: the Gnmeses to see the TifftlnJJ 
Bridge_. too.. one of the ten most betltllift/1 sights 111 the Beloit 
t~retl. or tJnyJt'here.. JoJo'hich list I tim H··orJ:1ng on for ENNL retJd
ers. Enn Gnmes.. by the J·f"ti!J. is one of the feJ·Jo' J.·ids t-J·'ho res
ponded to the Cilltilre Vllltllres offer of .tloney for 11emorizing. 
reciting triumphtJntly for me KThe fJit~Jrtls tlnd the Ctlrpenter. '') 
}Jie go on noH' with !1t1rions neAl item.. JoJo'I!Jch we t1/so visited. 

Another of the college's debts to Robert Solem is the world
class display of petnfled wood, on the well inside the south 
entance of Chemberlin. Just stand in front of these polished 
variegated slabs from the Chinle formatlon in Arizona, and let 
your imagmation flow beck about 240 million years to the Tri
assic period, and soak up the richness and complexity of the 
colors of the pollshed Jasper, e form of agate, which replaced 
the fibers of the fallen Triassic trees. Sitting at my typewri
ter in Maine I could travel back in my memory and think of the 
colors: jasper. egate. anthracite. smoky ice. cinnebar. carna
tion. cernellan. crimson. ocher. SQ.!Q.. rose. ruby. russet. umber 
--most of these words of course chemically inappropriate, but 
expressing the richness of color end the complexlty of design I 
remembered in these slabs of anc1ent wood, trensformed, as if 
by some physical poetry, into e polished order--a marriage of 
the organic and the mineral that has lasted through the hun
dreds of milllons of years to enchant the human brain with its 
extraordinary beeuty. 

Solem enriched the college with the gift of these slabs, 
some of which I understand heve no rivals in ony collection. 
After the balletic loops and swirls of the ancient crinoids, the 
petrified wood comes as a blere of polished trumpets and 
tubas. I am 11sting only the spectacular poll shed agate slabs 
in my "ten best," but Hank Woodard has told me enough about 
other wonders m the Beloit fossll wood collectlon that I think 

Of crinoids and sunsets 
1l1e crinoids in Chamberlin llall...the 

Chinese robes in Wright Art 
Museum .. the Mimbres pots in Logan 
Museum ... the sunseL'i from campus
they shared the spotlight with 
workshops, a presidential address, 
awards, a career fair, an election and 
other activity that made up the 1992 
Alumni Conference on March 27-28. 

I low did "they" fit in with the rest of 
the program? They happen to be just 
four of the favorites of Marion Stocking, 
emerita professor of English, who con
tends that "Ten of the most beautiful 
things in the world are in Beloit." That 
was the subject of a lecture she delivered 
to an SRO audience to open Saturday's 
business portion of the two-day event 
held in JefTris-Wood Campus Center, 
Pearsons I I all. 

More than 175 alumni and guests par
ticipated m the various sessions. The 
153 alumni who registered represented 
58 cla.c;ses in eight decades and came 
from 13 states and ll1e District of Colum
bia. George Bacon, '23, of Beloit and 
'25ers Pat Dawson of Janesville and 
Ronald Dougan of Beloit were the 
"senior" members among the seven 
Beloiters from the '20s in attendance. 

Stocking, who also presented an aU
College lecture tilled "Now it can be 
told: the secret history of the Beloit 
Poetry Journal," and College Trustee 

Edwin Bruning were honored at the 
conference's annual recognition din
ner. Both became honorary members 
of the Alumni Association, receiving 
th,.;,. certificates from Elaine Barnes 
Pr. hett, '66, association president. 
Each was praised and "lightly roasted," 
by two speakers. the salute 

to Stocking came from john Rosenwald, 
English professor, and Roxie 

Alexander, also an emerita professor of 
English and honorary alumna. 

for a poet or an essayist there would be a whole book there Stockmg's Saturday presentation was 
full of words like Devonion. end buckboerd. ond Dodge City. end followed by a campus mini-tour that 
roil head, and corbonoceoul). and Cornot i te. and giant di no:) our. included seven of the "ten most bouti-
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NEWS BYTES ,_~ ~ TEN Mosr BEAunFUL -rttiNtDS · ·· c.o,._'+~"'* p.1. 
Re 6 J , ~ ' ~ Vou don't hove to be a Go1dbarth to respond to the poetry as 
_\llo Yll..IA ILIGI. > ~01~ lv~etgumA.l. 
b(.W.\p4-1. st~c~. MYG~.(JJDcHtW> ,li well as the powerful beauty of these treasures. 
T»£ HONoJ: 1<-DLL, A /~til puJt pw.t 9(.)1{ I surely appreciated the geological beauties here while I 
Gm~ 1'tJe.~ c..~.CJAA~for~ ' 4' wos ot Beloit, and I appreciated that they were probably the 
c.e55 u.A..eP'jv EIGHT -h"U ~t..e4o! most magnificent of their kind in the world. But sometimes I 
RelA~ '"'TtuA .fa. If M(~+U ·~~ ~od to travel to oppreciote some of the college's other treo
~ b~ ~r.~.flttw i.ut:t2.- ~~ph. sures. In 1986 I was visiting friends in New Vork who sug-
~ to (;llcOM )Tee -1Crtss 57~ gested that we walk down the street to see the exhibit at the 
syQU:t4 da4 or-luw . ~J thw Lt-1 cut! A · M f N t 1 H. t 0 ...u C B . ht v· 
~c.l(nn1M~~W't TW ~rl'W2etet.Jor menc~n . useum o o uro 1s ory,o," oves. ng 1S-
50 >wrf4 M·~~a.Wat~tft:wffl~, 1ons: L1fe mIce Age Europe. that had recently been featured on 
~ ~ -A.ew oua -b UA.toi(.(t' ( ~ the cover of Newsweek. In the museum we entered o cavem 
~~&uz){WJ.I v;-,;N,J J'Ere~js.J,.,;.Jt brilliantly designed to create the impression of Ice Age Euro
t.l.f.N~~icf'ltUJL~I<es+ret. SuA(t> peon life, 12000 to 35,000 yeors ago. On the wolls obove us 
Me~~j@,e~j tul.+'Y;f- (cJs i..,'>,~ were reproduct10ns of cave paintings from Altamira and Las-
~~~c.t~es K.e-;JreR.,/vfAd ~lA./) Cctt~i~s '.a..u.J coux and others, os well os o replico of the 15,000-yeor-old 
~~o~ (.\,few ~uoufd-o o..ptW""wll9-e· Tuc d'Audobert bison modelled in cloy familiar to all who 
Sc~ ofif,.Q~e ccu:,;.~ ~ u(!ver~+~e~~I'oJt. hove explored the ca~e under the Logo~ Museum and discovered 
kklrd ~ lxila s- il-r ~ IJa.qrt nne. . . . . . 
H · r 1 IL ., 1 -;:-- tL ff our own repl1ca there. The exh1b1t mcluded a repllca of o Uk-'"'soo. f> , IV\OI"'CS I ::>LVI?~ ~ > 0 

+Y'l~~~ otLI4, ~ E NNL,..,~- roinion hut constructed of hairy mammoth bones, as though the 
Jl)l.' ~ J,eJ , slu IJ.XL4c.c. 5 ~kl~d;d P"r- ~ccuponts hod just left for _a hunt. There was the earliest ~ind 
so~.-~ b s~r~r P'a..+t'st-. \N(' <.p-:eve. mstrument ever found--a blrd-bone flute. And from o repllca 
New Yori<Crl:J.t 01~, old~ (~t.i U. of thot flute, hoir-ra1singly lovely music played over the sound 
c.fM·~ &t14s1 b ~WtM E~bMJ) system. In cases were some of the earliest of human artifacts 
l.-a..id.td a.ft~""~'G~ bou..tw\f4 C~tr. eloquently speoking of o culture olreody rich in music, pointing 
)~ c.t.tW 1/~V<Lw'.s- 5od~~ twJ sculpture, jewelry, sewed clothing, illuminot10n ond religion. 
d,,~le5s !.terse It> 1Ao.5 lcot~an ~.1<1" It was a mogicol disploy, and os we moved through it, making 
~ Abd~ ~'": i ;~~~~~-bc1.1 ~ ~· one discovery ofter another, one of my friends excloimed: "But 
r~r~ -<t.>V~ '>I"IQ\1\l' • .>~ s vceu dUC...,. 
hs~ ttJac~"' oJ coJy a..ll ~ p.,c.~illl1~ this one is from Beloit College!" I rushed to look, ond there 
1:k. Sk tot1 c~.<!Ar€ ~"'a~+~ t.t"-t.ail,; wos o palette of red sondstone for grinding red ocher, with 

t)y-0~Jei,£~W..d Au.lk,~ ~sew.~ three crayons, from Lo Madeleine in the Dordogne. A check of 
S't..d-c.l~«, l.CMoavJer16'"~ c.~~lct.u..P the catalogue reveoled that of the 232 items in the exhibit, 

c:. ~s-ec,>~s ~~d : ~ t.a.~ ~~ ... ((. cr,('?t> ossembled from all over Europe and America, no less than 
Sll-tce Gtie ;t 1-' ~(>y" reu.ur~, r'~''ie sixty-nine were on loon from the Logon Museum. Logon contri-
(,t: ., .. ,,~ bcr.,~s. ~ boie... Pk.t~vaO t.Spiri- buted two of the earliest known sewing needles~ obout 24,000 
fuo.Q.fe.;fiwo~u~ -b k,t1l'4rdw~·s-.r 11 yeors old. There wos o limestone lomp; there were necklaces 

ubt-+ •~ W..)<T ~ ~NL. . . 
<Z"""pf~M .... ~c~r5 toos ~er~ iL-~ J.'-AMe,... w1th beo~ and llon teeth; and there. were muc~ older s.tone, 
L'3~.,, ~r-,-,'s Hclkkvt.. +m~ us t"' s-e~ "Glo~ bone and lVory pendants. Mag do 1 em an engravmgs on 11 mestone 
'T{A.akrprcdv~afHru.,/~t ... ~ SIVJI't' slabs incuded ibex and reindeer, and one astonishing horse en-
c~tle..0~'-1 a.A.Aefe9<UJ..t p.c,.,,; rn~ graved with multiple legs so that in uncertain light it looked 
5W~I2f1~ l~)Co~UJe$', J~/ef'S".> 
s 1~ e.rc3)~. ::t:a kA.o<. preferreJ(.erS"s os though it were running or swimming! The first motion 
~.rsr~[t,.~c;r,;av~1ob~1St\.l.f;'MidswHt·H'r picture, twelve to eighteen thousand years old! Had I walked 
N,gM~D~ ,lx.J-~ rea& ~.,b~ T0\1~ by these wonders ot Beloit for decodes blind to them because 
!:fSho-b~~~~'~"';:'D~vble.~..,~,;bt~'' ignoront of their meoning? Probobly s~ . Sometimes we need 
yerJ'($>+~ 0~LC<O~MC~S lt!a.oiAe>S . . · 

"Ar.-r ~ L .... ll . .J.-1 ., ,_,1 .. _ not only educohon but some dtstonr e from a subJect to c. V""' o~: , (.'tUW,)~sra..~ l:.l?e(•~ w\ve. . . . 
l.IX>I'ri-ed dbtC.~rs b~,~ ~--Ski 1.U1S' apprec1ote 1ts value. These beautiful survlVors of 1ce-age 
ou ~ ~t of hQ..rbl..a.cJcA >brfC1k.t.e'1ed Europe ore to me some of the most eloquently lovely things I 
~~hol.lt, B.ct-ha.Jf-~~4 ~ hove ever seen, now thot I hove leorned how to look ~t them. 
~~~ 0 \.'€-\. iow.~"' SAict<:otf/de~et!c..ll~ ~ Looi: tor the next lhnlling ins/61/menl in, future EmplgNesl. 

(lll&<t•ve <l.djed '\uite a. lot:)1~\Wid ~t '1 
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