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Fantastic Thing /11• ~V'~<\\ 
That there is anything at all. That there i s space, and \ 

matter, and time, and electrons, and neutrinos, and atoms, and 
suns and stars and planets and rocks and interstell ar dust clouds, 
all whirling arounda that there is simply the ver b , .. to be." 
That "is" isl • • • There's not a blessed reason f or why there 
should be anything, and it absolutely boggles the ima~ination, 
and whether your answer is God, or .chance, or you s imply shake 
your head in amazement, it's still just as unlikely and improb
able and enigm~tic and inexplicable and fantastic. 

Fantastic Thing #2• 
That life exists, on this rock, or anywhere 

we now know that there are millions of galaxies 
markable indeed i! it happened here only--life, 
inert matter, rocks, atoms, etc. How unlikely. 
How fantasticl 

Fantastic Thing #3• 

el se--and since 
i t would be re
as opposed to 

How mysterious. 

That cognizant life exists• i . e. , t hat we're here, knowing, 
and knowing that we know. Thinking l i fe that can entertain a 
String Theory, build a particle accelerator, compos e Bach canta
tas, Middle Earth, Selidor. Reasoning life, that can look on a 
situation and problem-solve. 

Fantastic Thing #4a 
That there are such things as emotions and spirit that go 

alon~ with life and cognizant life--that we experience compass
ion, empathy, reverence, a sense o! justice and fair play--and 
that we are capable o! that most unlikely, most improbable, most 
un-think-up-able blending of emot i on and spiri t , love. 

Fantastic Thing #5• 

That I, that you, individually, a s elf-aware se lf, am/are 
here, now, alive, reasoning, creating, weeping, worshiping, 
loving, dancing. The odds of this particular occurance must be 
one to infinity. 

Ursula LeGuin writes, in Farthest Shore, • ••• This is. 
And thou art. There is no safety and there is no end. The word 
must be heard in silencea there must be darkness to see the stars. 
The dance is always danced above t he hollow place, above the 
terrible abyss." May we all, with j oy and wonder and faith, con
tinue to dance the Great Mysteries, above the Unfathomable Abyssl 

l!n ula K. Le Quln os the much·honored ctSm lncludtng two collectionSI. and 

author of more than rlfteen novels .creenpl~)'$ 
appro•lmately sixty short stones. poetry ~rn in llerke'ey. C.Uifornia the daug/\· 

ltnCiudlng Chapbooks and three COIIeC· ter or wtlttr Theodor~ ~bet and anthf'Oo 

uonsl. seven books for children one a pologist Alfred L Krocbr.r she hU 

.. mner or the "ac.oMal 5ook \ .. ardt, Cltll· degrees from ll.:lddilre coac;e a·"'' and 

Columb•a l!nl'-f!:"Slt)' ( ::'1 -\ 1 and hH~S In 

PottJand O~on "'th her husband. ht5to

nan ChM!es \. Le Gutn. In 1991 she Na> 

hOnored bv the American \c:ademy and 

lnstltut~ of ~r:s and Letters woth the 

Marold 0 Vurseil '1emonaJ ~~oard . 

~ f=or ENNI... rectJe.r-s w~ 
do :.4- \<Mow: )l,u ~ -ftu N td; · 
eoot A~ .(oy ~sr S\to~ 
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MOM IS REHf;HBERED ~ BYUS DAlLY, BUT ALSO BYOTHERS CHARR'(TOO) 

(Be lo"r+ l)cti/'1 Ne~, Nov 1 ql ) 

Treble Cle celebrates 90th 
Treble Clef will mark the 90th 

anniverary fL ita foundini on New. 
20 with a 6:30 p.m. dinner at Pint 
Ccngreptional Church. 

The music organization wu lo
cally founded on New. 19, 1901. 

The dinner il by reeervation, with 
members, gueat. and frienda wel
come. Bemini.ecen~e~ and J'Mding of 
c:ooaratulatory correepondenca will 
follow the meal. Govert Ver
couteran, put prMident of the Wi• 
cormn Federation of Mu.!c Clube 
and Treble Clef will epeak, rena
inl memorable tim• in muaic. EI
ther Vercourteren, preeident of 
WFMC Diltrict One will add re
membrance~ of Treble Clef in thia 
branch. 

The program for the evening of 
Nov. 20, entitled "Come Reminiace 
With Ua" will include aelectiona by 
Carrie Jacobe Bond. a compoeer 
born in Janeeville. Her compositions 
are thoee aonga which were aucb an 
intearal part of muaic in the early 
1900'• when Treble Clef wu found
ed. 

Hiltory and highliahta ~ tbe 
fOWlding of Treble Clef at the tum 
of the oentury aurround the Nttin1 
of the marriage ceremony of Etbal 
Korril to Rolf Roeman in the old 
Baptiat Church which ltood oo 
what wu then School Street but 

• Way i1 Eut Grand Avenue. Wed· 
f.i~ -:.:::r din&' aonga WeN prepared to be 

,. f!j: lUng by frienda of the bride a.od 
Wolfe • liJhter aonga were a1ao pn~eX~ted by Dougan 

Eudora Shepherd will accompany 
membera of Treble Clef ainging the 
Bond aonga. Vocalist. are Helen 
Buehl, Debra Ramaey, K.aaren Tor
kelaon, Betty Bobenek, Tom Free
man, Gary Cook, and Govert Ver
couteren. The narrator ia Bernice 
Glodowaki. 

The eocial committee ia chaired 
by Jflllie Wendorf and Fridola 
Ki.ndachi uaiated by Irene Petrycb, 
Loia lAD%, Marpret Howe and Dor
othy HarriiOl\, 

HOiteUM .,.. Betay Anderaon 
and Eli.ube&h Reinholz. 

the ,roup at the recapti011. 
Tb .. women ao 81\ioyed th. pr. 

eantation they vowed to meat aix 
daya after the wedding to form a 
muaic aociety which they called rr. 
ble Clef. The date wu Nov. 19, 
1901. Since that data, g() MUODI ol 
Tr.ble Clef prosrama have been 
preeented to audiencea intereated in 
muaic. The club il the only perform
ing club for musician• or all instru
ment. and drama in Beloit and il 
the largeat in the state. 

Former memben 

Throuah ~ JMI'l, operal, Opel• 

Many times. however, 
he failed. for after all, i he was only human. 

ettu, mta and concerti have been 
pNMnted to the public without 
charge. 

The late Vera Wardner Dougan 
wu perhapt the mOlt illuatrioua 
member, having been Treble Clef 
prelident, abe went on to become 
both Wiaconlin and National Fed· 
eration of MWiic Clube' pruident. 
She !lpOke in every .tate of the 
union and continued her concern 
tbrouibout her life. 

The late Harry Wolfe, pianiat, 
wu a favorite performer that 
pleued audiencee of all agee and 
walka of life. In the put he and 
Maurice Schuater were duo-pianist. 
in sreat demand. 

There are hundreds of perform era 
who have been loyal members dur
ing the ninety year apan. 

Treble Clef baa a scholarship pro
gram for eeniora of high achool and 
M awarda have been liven Iince 
19M. 

He wasn't a dog. 
U r I II O!"IU"l y 
Dougant 

IZ•JO 
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TOM, J"ER.EMY MOVED TO VERSE BY GRAN.D\=ATHER~ PL!c;HT 
Now the 3tory can ba told, and I lllet Tom Schmh.it tell n. he.., 
writmo to his orandfather on January 30. 1991 . from Wyo
mmg, ond the troops he refers to ore himself ond brother 
Jeremy, with perhap~ &ame help from wiv~ Tere~ and 
Wen~. "As rr1gnteneo and concerned as we an were out nere 
by your 'glimpse of the cloven hoof,' and the discomfort--all 
nght, AGONY--of recuperatmg from your heart attack, I de
veloped a peculiar queasiness very time I thought about your 
removmg--nay, RIPPING-- your catheter from that staff of 

1 1 'e to wh1ch we all trace our lmeage. There bemg only one 
e11able purgative for such mental anguish--and 1 mean 

THAT ONE woke me up at night a couple tlmes--the troops 
here immediately mduged in a limerick jag, the results of 
wh)ch follow·" 

It was late on a night in December 
With Gramps contemplatmg his member, 

To be more than frank, 
They'd run a tube up his crank, 

That prevented some much needed slumber 

And what's more of this ill-tailored dram 
It caused puddles, some itchmg and pain. 
Poor Gramps pulled his light 
For the nurses that night 

But his signalling all seemed in vain 

'Well," he thought to himself with a s1gh,· 
''If I wait long enough I might dry." 
But there's limits to patience 
Wlth cantankerous patients 

And Ron's had run out by and by. 

In a flash good man Ron thought 1t out. 
"What's the harm? Disconnect! Do not pout 
"In or out, goodness gosh, 
"The sheets'll still slosh 

"But I' 11 banish the pain from my spout." 

Jell, we've been thr '"'""~"a lot, my uld fr 1end, 
Said dear Gramps as he grasped the end. 

"But you know it's quite true 
"This hurts me more tnan you, 

"So now to th1s task let us bend 

Now Gramps girded his loms m his pond 
And endeavered to break the dread bond. 
With one m1ghty yank 
He distended Ole Hank 

Which impressed his health aide, a young blonde 

Now the stght of his m~mfled wand 
(An effect of which Ron grew qu1te fond) 
Soon startled his relatives 
They shrieked, "Oh my God 1t lwes!" 

And laughter rang clear down to Ultra Sound. 

Now the moral of th1s grand char-ahd, 
Is to spoil a child spare the rod, 
'T1s better to bend 
Than to break, my old friend. 

No man is an isle, pass the grog I 

The above I think is mostly by Tom, for there is a note from 
veremy saying, "A small contnbution from me to accompany 
Tom's epic limerlCk Obv10usly this action by Grandpa made El 

big impression on the male members of the family I" 

He thought that he felt a leak 
'From the tube someone stuck m his beak. 

So he gave 1t a yank 
From out of h1s crank 

Which caused all the nurses to freak. 
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te p~'~ oV€/t.-~ Occa.s-r~''poet-v:J/' ~ s~ ~~ 
l-hi4esl.vN3 ~· Eva v ....... i.lOUnd tne ·er ~. ttllS 
summer, go1ng through various foldeis tn Grumkln 
The occasion is the Walshes' Fortieth Weddmg Celebra
tion, where throughout the evening many toasts were 
glVen. songs sung and poetry (ahem) rectted, eoch 
offermg washed oown with a l~OJOus 1Jqu1d draught. 
These lines are a joint effort by the Emptv Nest editor 
and care 1 De 11 

"Twas the Fortieth Feast Day and all round the lake 
Was a hustle and bu5tle that made the hills sha e. 
Jackie was out raiding the gardens at dawn 
W1th owners asleep or convemently gone. 
The Del Is were green-beamng w1th omons and cheese, 
Cracker crumbs, almonds, and no t1me to sneeze. 
The dusty green Dotsun was stuffed full of trash 
And off to the dump it careened 1n a flash 
With Chris'tina, Peppie, Chad, Melanie too, 
P1ckmg through garbage to adm1re the v1ew. 
Will1am and Alison, Burlington bound, 
Were sure than on Mam Street a calt:e could be found. 
Now t1me out for sal ling, for blue skies and wmd, 
Sun on the water and Madeline's grm. 
Sarah's serenely absorbing the sun 
Whlle watching the kids at the1r squabbles and fun. 
Peppie and Chad wildly paddle the mats, 
Marcus 1s languid, stretched out on the slats. 
Christina is picking her way o'er the rocks 
(Remember dear Uncle Fred, washmg h1s socks?) 
Megan and Gait lin and Dem1e and Don 
Arrive here at 3, and the party 1s on. 
Megan picks flowers for a super boquet 
Katie makes place cards in colors so 9flY. 
When up on the road there arises a clatter , 
From Bowkers, Moores, Munfords--

To a couple named Walsh let us ditty, 
Who dally, and b1tty by bitty, 

Througr1 lovmg and ca"'mg 
And giving and sharing 

Are bulldmg the Heavenly C1ty 

To a couple named Walsh let us ra1se 
Our strams of harmonious praise, 

W 1 thout whom , at the least, 
we·d not have tnls nne reast 

Or our addled alco'hohc daZe 

(alternate I i nes: 
For Without their creat10n 
There'd be no celebratiOn , 

Or thts fine alcholical daze ) 

(For this next one. you have to use the Vermont 
pronunciatiOn of Eva, w1th an "r " on the end) 

"I am leaving at seven," says Eva, 
In a laundry-dump-grocery store fever 

We arrive before dawn 
Lest the car should be gone: 

for we've learned we must~ than believe her' 

(And then , this final one may be 1n bad taste, but 1 

swear It's the honest-to-GOO truth Chad's study, that 
f1rst year at Rock haven, wasn' t m Grumk 1n Hall , but In 
the larg1sh and busy anteroom to the tmlet. 1 thmk we 
read this one at the party after everyone was well 
loosened and o1led, themselves ) 

Chad wrote hls f1rst verse in the t01let. 
This ve~t!.f.did not seem to spell it--

The rushing and gushmg 
And mushing and flushmg 

Served only to loosen and o1l1t 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR, & ONE TO GRANDPA 
Dear Jack1e, June 20,1991 

What a work of love! And what a treasure for us all' 
I relived the serv1ce and had a good cry as I thought of 
the wonderful times I have had with Chad and Eva Tney 
came to me here at Juniata at a very dry time m my 
llfe, ond, os you know they con do, got the springs 
flowmg aga1n. They could open up a heart as few people 
can. Their edition of the Empty Nest must surely be the 
greatest you have done. . . My thanks for a superb JOb 
that helps us all to relive that very special time. 

As ever, Esther (Doyle) 

-
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