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To my grarulfather, who never got lost in the woods. 

Fo'("" ~ou. r~evs to ~trr~cia.+e .fu.lt':1 ttu·s dedi­
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Nov-1)ec: 'i 8' lull I doubl'j e.LAjo~ reveQ.J'"j 'rt , 

Dear Grandpa. 2 july, 1988 

I thouaht about you a lot the past week. I vas sorry 
not to be able to ma.t.e It to Wisconsin. But I vas there in 
spirit. So vas Wendy. 

Gram had been ill for so long that her death vas not a 
surprise. Oo the contrary. ve·ve all been lucky that her 
health stayed as good as it did for so long. I have knovn 
that, but even so. I vas much saddened this week. She's 
always been there before. I could look forward to seeing 
her. I'm sad to realize that I won't again. Not in this life. 

I've been remembering her this veek. A lot of images 
come to mind, but for some reason, the strongest one is 
from our Minnesota fishing trips on Crooked Lake. At Leo's 
place. My first visit there vas just after first grade. I guess 
I vas six. Thirty-two years ago. I had a broken arm from 
vheo Arty Stiennon threw me down on the lawn and 
jumped on me. Havina a cast on my leCt arm didn't see m 
to hurt my ability to hook a minnov on my line. 
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Few wnters could approach a subject the s1ze of the 
Rocky Mountams wJth the experience and enthusiasm of 

Jere my Schmidt. A modern-Jay man o f the mountains, 
Schm1Jt worked as a park ranger, winterkeepcr, sk1 m~truc­

tor, wilderness guide, and teacher before turnmg to wntmg 

full-time more than 15 years ago. S ince then, h1s work has 
appeared frequently 111 Aud1t/xm, Oucsulc, Jnrenwumwl WJid­
lifc, Advenwrc Truvd, ArizCJna Highways, Reader's D1gcst, 

Powder, and EqwnCJX {a Canadian magazine of sc1ence and 
gengraphy). lie has also authored a gu1Jeboo k called AJwn­
lllnn.~: iu tl1e Hockics (S ierra C lub, 1987) .mJ ha~ recently 
completed an adventure narrative Jescnbmg a n1nc-month 

H1malayan jo urney. Altho ugh writing assignment~ fre­

quently take h1m to distant, exotic places, Schmidt a lways 

rewrns to (115 home 111 the shadow of the Teton Range 111 

western Wyommg. 

:JEREMY PU&L.ISHES~ANOTHERt 

We stayed in a little cabm I trunk 1t was you and 
Gram, Peter and me. and Mother and Dad. We had two 
canoes. Gram would s1t in the bow oC your canoe, Peter or 
me m the middle, and we would all fish for waUeyes. She 
didn't seem to take it very seriously -- I mean she didnl 
concentrate as fixedly on her IIDe as I did on my bobber, 
and I always thought it would help to will the fish to bite. 
That never seemed to bother her. She had a padded seat 
w1th a back on it and always read a book while she held her 
rod. It was usually Agatha Christie, wasn't it? And do I 
remember right that she usuaUy caught the most f1sh? 

You made up vutaar songs about Uncle George and 
Uncle Bert. We could bear them all over the lake. Peter 
and I loved the songs, even II we bad no idea who these 

uncles were-. The onJv uncle we knew was Crala And each 
new song was punctuated by Gram. Without tookJ.na up 
from her book she would say "Oh Roar and her pretended 
disapproval was an essential part oC our enjoyment. 

Those were good times for me. You took me out one 
day flslung for trout in a little stream that flowed aaoss the 
road. We put grasshoppers or something on our hooks -- at 
least you did. I figure I didn't do much fishing. I just 
tramped aiOB& .behind veu vondecin& lf you knew where you 
were going, and in my six-year-old way, I was preUy sure 
you didn't. Then you oonfirmed my guess by saying "Gee, I 
wonder if we can find our way back to the road." 1 knew 
we could do it by walking back along the creek the way we 
bad come, and I thought we should take the safe course, but 
you said "We can probably manage to find our way back 
before dark." And you took me on a round-about path 
lhrouah the woods. After a bit you slopped walking. "Which 
way do you think the road is?" you asked. I didn't know. 
But I started to worry. We went on a bit. You slopped 
qain. "Haven't we been here before?" you said. ''You know, 
when you walk in circles it's a sure sign you 're lost." Now I 
was scared 

You had caught a trout It was all oC five inches lona. 
a real sardine among fish. You pulled 1t out oC your a-eel 
and said "Do you think we can survive on this until they 
fmd us?" I didn't think it was worth keeping. You proved 
me wrong that evening at the cabm or course we found the 
car. It took me thirty years to figure it out that you knew 
where we were all along. You were JUSt puUing my leg. 
Weren't you? Hmm ... We were probably all ol 200 yards 
from the road the whole time. but when you 're six years old 
that's as good as several miles. I thought we'd escaped with 
our lives, and put it down as a lesson that I should pay 
attention to where you were draggmg me from then on. I 
don't know whether that bad any real influence on me, but 
it's true that I never get lost in the woods now, and I do it 
by keeping close track ol how to get baclc Thanks for the . 
lesson 

Well anyway, the fish. It was too small to clean. and 
to me that meant it was too small to eat. But you fried il 
with great fanfare, and held it by the tail and ate it in ooe 
bate, fins and auu and head and llll I was grossed out. So 
was Peter, and that's really saying something. 
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Quarterly Radio Guide 
As a new season approaches. so does a 
new issue of The Radio Guide. 

The guide is now published quarterly, 
rather than bimonthly. The winter Radio 
Guide covers December, January, and 
February; spring will cover March through 
May; summer, June through August; fall, 
September through November. 

The change will enable us to continue to 
offer free copies of the monthly Music List­
ings. Increased requests for the listings 
have dramatically increased our printing 
and distribution costs. Publishing The 
Radio Guide quarterly will allow us to pro­
vide both services without d iverting funds 
from on-air programming-the mos.t impor­
tant service we provide members of the 
Wisconsin Public Radio Association. 

Chapter a Day 

CHAPTER A 
DAY reader 
Karl Schmidt 

The CHAPTER A DAY schedule is as follows: 

• What Am I Doing Here by Bruce Chat­
win (started Nov. 27) 

• Christmas Stories (sta ts Dec. 15) 
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