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TOPSFIELD, Mass. ruPD - A one
ton tree toppled onto a tent at a 
country fair yesterday where 125 peo
ple were watching a goat-judging 
show. No one was injured but two 
goats fainted, officials said. 

The goats were revived by contest 
officials who applied mouth-t()-mouth 
resuscitation, raJi' ~ Warren 
Rockwr>ll said. ' 

"They're all goat breeders and 
farmers and thev all know what to d~ 
in those situatioits." he said. "Most o 
them have been mld~ives." 

The 3:>-foot tree was uprooted by 
winds gusting up to 45 mph. It crashed 
onto the ll»by-25 foot canvas tent at 
the To~ield Fair, landing between 
judges and spectators, Roc:kweU said. 



Dear uranpa «R and Granma, 

We tdve abeautiful day in Butte . The snow ch s clouds 
that hung so low over the city last week broke up and we've 
had lovely fall aays ever ~ since -- clear skies, cool 
temperatures. I keep trying to catch fish, but something 
always goes wrong. I have the wrong fly, or I can' t find the 
place some local told me about, or there isn't enough ~as in the 
car and it's just far enough from payday to keep from filling it. 

At ffst, the job disappointed me. I thought they would put 
al at least as much pressure on me as the people in La Crosse 

j did last summre. Apparently, they have decided to break me in 
slowly because I didn't have much to s do last week --
just ran down to the police station twice a night and E~ 

0' copied anything from their reports that looked interesting . 
They gave me some more responsibility this week and I earned my 
first by-line Thursday. I will give it more time before I rende r 
final judgement on the place. 

I get along fine with the people I E work with, though they f~ 
(/\ l' lack an enthusiasm I have come to as so cia te with newspape r 

~ reporters. They ~a go to bars and buy each other rounds, which ln ~ is in tRHXEHEt line with the best journalism traditions, 
~ but they don't talk that much . They shoot pool instead of the 

~ ~ breeze, play video-games rather than play off each othe r's 
~ideas. Something's missing ... 

"5 ~Also lacking is a determination to dig up the news. r:.ost of 
S J. them are content to handle whatever comes up on their beats --
~ they wait until an official says something or does something 

~ -~ before they print it . I have been taught to question everything 

~ 
~ an official tells you and to try to get pas t the stuff they · 

-hand out to you , or that you can pick up at meetings. 
~~Now I'm not saying that the official version of the news should 

~ ~not be covered. I'm just saying that there's more to an issue 

~ 
than what the government isxxm~ax~«xw±t~ concerns itself 

··\..,.with . 

~ ~Thursday, I covered a plane crash that killed a local man . 
t We knew about it at 2:JO p . m. and knww whe re tit had crashed. 
~Even so, the paper never sent a reporter out to look at the 

l
~wreckage first hand. They failed to send even a photographer . 

Their excuse: the road leading to the wreck requires you to > ride in a four whe~ld~4~V~axehicle. I would have gone in my 
~ little Opel if I «x&~tx~~x~ to cover a meeting that night . 
~ ~xis The way the paper covered this story illustrates what l 
~ ~ mean by a lack of determination, enthusiasm. It's as though 
(f: i they figure if there's a good reason not to cover the story, 
~ ~ don't cov~r it. 

Anyway, I still feel lucky to have the jab . They pay me very 
well and I will generate enough clips here to get a better 
jot when I want to move on. My fiction writing , while not 
frozen , moves along in a very sluggish manner. I hope to do 
more of it when I ge t this typewriter fixed . The carriage 
doesn't move very well and the guys at the shop I tooK it 
to can't reproduce the problem when they fiddle withit. 
How are things out there?? What do you hear from the 

rest of your brood? Tell Craig that I would love to 
visit him, but I won't get any vacation for at least 
a year . Thanks for forwarding the letter to Jackie. Mom 
gave me x her address before I left, but I misplaced ita . 

Dick and Katie are thinking about a ski trip out thais way 
in January. If I work all the holidays between now and 
then, I might get some time to spend with them wherever 
they go . 

Anyway, I should get going . I haveG to work this afternoon , 
and I want to get some reading done before I trot down to 
the police station. 

Take care, both of you. ~ /~-fit 
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Author teaches skills to young, old 
By DOUG POKORSKI 
Pantograph Lincoln reporter 

LINCOLN - "Feelies," fantasies 
and physical exercises were all a 
part of a writers' workshop last 
week at the Lincoln Public Library. 

The workshop, conducted by chil
dren's author Jacqueline Jackson of 
Springfield, was attended by more 
than 50 area residents ranging in 
age from 6 to 65. The day-long event 
gave participants a chance to ex
ercise their imaginations and to en
joy writing without worrying about 
grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

' 'I'm not worried about those tech
nical matters," Ms. Jackson said. " I 
want them to get their ideas down 
in as rich a way as possible. I want 
them to write what they care about 
and to enjoy writing. 

"Schools emphasize skills," she 
added. "I think skills should follow 
content. Concentrating on skills kills 
content." 

Ms. Jackson, who has had 10 
books published and teaches writing 
at Sangamon State University, has 
been writing since she was 8 years 
old. Her first book was published in 
serial form in the Galesburg Post 
newspaper when she was 10. 

Belldes teaching, she conducts a 
weekly l'lldiO JII'OII'am on WSSR 

called "Reading and Writing and 
Radio," aimed at stimulating third 
through seventh graders to write, 
and to hear their work read over the 
air. 

She calls her own books "people 
books," explaining that most of 
them are aimed at an audience of 
children, but that "when adults read 
them, they enjoy them." 

She said that she tries to put as 
much variety as possible into the 
workshops she conducts. She began 
Friday's session with a discussion of 
writing, reading some passages 
from her own work, and a question 
and answer period. 

Her audience, which was mainly 
children but included eight adult 
participants, asked questions such 
as " Is writing fun?" and " Where do 
you get your ideas?" 
~ next segment of the workshop 

was devoted to physical activity, 
with participants pretending to be 
automobiles, cogs, screws, pistons 
and other mechanical parts. This 
pretending was tied in with Ms. 
Jackson's book " The Endless Pave
ment," a fantasy based on the Idea 
of a totally automated society. 

After a picnic lunch, participants 
joined in a game of "feeiies." They 
put their hands in paper bags con-

taining objects such as as a warm 
water balloon, various kinds of fab
rics, and honey locust thorns, which, 
Ms. Jackson warned, would "bite 
back." 

Participants then wrote about 
feelings they liked best and least. 

"Some were not very specific," 
Ms. Jackson said, "but others were, 
such as one who wrote about liking 
'puppy fur on the tummy, not on the 
back.' " 

Participants also wrote stories or 
poems about feelings. One, by Lin
coln sixth grader Andrew Hein
baugh, particularly impressed Ms. 
Jackson. 

" I hate the icky feel of fresh 
paint, or the feel of sticky fly
paper," he wrote. " A dead ant Is 
not my favorite. Neither is a melt
ing candy bar. Icky as these things 
are we still must touch the gross 
things of life. UCK." 

The last part of the workshop 
found everyone lying on the floor 
with their eyes shut. Ms. Jackson 
then took them on a fantasy trip to 
different areas of their minds where 
they could meet themselves at other 
ages, and open doors that led to 
their greatest hopes and deepHt 
fears. Later the) wrote about where 

they had been on this "trip." 
Everyone seemed to have enjoyed 

the entire experience, with some 
benefiting more than others. To tO
year-old Adam Blaum of Lincoln, 
the day was, quite simply, "mostly 
fun." For 11-year-old Mary Lynn 
Foster, who wants to make a career 
out of writing, it was a chance to 
" learn how to notice, and to take 
the imagination further than usual." 
Jenny Hookstra, 12, enjoyed being 
able to fantasize and to "make up 
my own ideas, not anybody else's." 
And 65-year-old Marjorie Larson of 
Atlanta found the exposure to ne\\ 
ideas stimulating, and "appreciated 
the opportunity" the workshop of
!ered. 

For her part, Ms. Jackson "loves 
being in touch with kids," and wants 
them to know that writing is not a 
special thing, that it is for every
body. 

"I would like them to have a 
sense that writing is combined with 
everything else, with all the senses 
with moving, with reading and 
thinking. It's not a special thing that 
you have to be a special person to 
do." 

"To be a writer all you need is to 
notice, to be alert with all the 
..., and then to get things down." 
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